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WE ALL LIVE DOWNSTREAM THE FIGHT AGAINST BORDERS CONTINUES 


‘So much of civilize lifes overlooked and taken for granted, 
further divorcing us from the rest ofthe natural world, and 
from any understanding ofits healt, limits, or importance. 
‘What isthe source of our tap water, for instance? It comes 
from the rivers immediately surrounding the cy, asa recest 
{nfo-graphic published by the city on bus stops strives to 
‘ustrate. ven if you are drinking water Srom elsewhere, 
there are costs of pollution from packaging and fuel-burning 
transportation, besides the nearly inevitable pollution of 
that waterway, and the impact our local polluted waterways 
contribute to so many aspects of ours and others’ lives. Tat 
{to say, since most of ut bathe in, cole with, and drink this 
‘water, it might be wort looking a its composition, 
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‘Whether or not an Occupy ICE camp exists at Broad and 
‘Areh, it may seem like this summer's movement against 
borders and ICE is inished; it may be, but the strugees for 
free movement and against confinement will exist as long ss 
‘cages and wals continue to divide, There need not bes camp 
fora "movement” for the struggles t continue 


Regardless of leftist (and anarchist) enthusiasm, people 
will keep crossing borders, living here without papers oF 
tus, and going where they want, Moversent wil continue. 
Those living legally inthe United States will continue to 
form and contribute to netwarks of support, complicity, and 
subversion tht keep them alive and safer in this pliced and 
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THE MIRAGE OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 


Despite canstant goveramestal contoveses and the raging 
str thatthe global capitals stn, in at Angst President 
Trump was able to announce reord-etting economic sucess as 
the Usui markt baramethe angst ning ts history. For 
those stroglingtofnd york and ty afl, tay be suprising 
har that the esonamys dong hate than ver snd uneployment 
ata alle lo. Howisthat pose? 


To sat with, the stack marke not an acute indication of owe 
‘wllthecanomy actualy doing Fren to many capitals expert, 
the cuent valuations ofthe market seem ies serious steth Bat 
‘more important, tcoreety asses iment economic phenomena 
‘would require ahistorical perspetive on capitalism snd certain 
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WHAT WENT DOWN 


Jal through September: Prison sue gait srsthe diy 
aly: Peters against ICE and prisons: posters gp up aroundthe 


aly 49 & 20: March and nosy prot ouside of ICE. ote in 
‘tery. 

Jy 20: Republilbnksts6o1 Marketed sings dersannce, 
aly 22: The Rainy Day Ghues setae thre Wels Fargo banks 
‘ATMs in sidan with anarchists in Indonesia ad those ing 


‘order. “We chore this bank franchise beixe it profi fom 
:migunt imprisonment but welnow tay albeit coming” 


Joly 23: Spontaneous march fom OxeupyiCE camp a ty hall 
intesrapistrafie 


“Jl 25: Spontaneous march in support of Pst Rio leaves rom 
(Occupy camp, interrupting tai 


July 27 City gunerment ends PARS database sharing been 
PPDand ICE. 


Jy 27 Twenty thm odo icles have tei tie lb in 
Seidaity wih the psn sik. “ham al psn! Fak enti 
‘wanspat Fuckthe word!” 


aly 28: Occupy ICE camp migrates fom Cy Halt Brad Sand 
‘Anhst 


aly 29: Around 300 youth descend on North Broad Sree inthe 
area of gentipng Temple University. Some fing, ashing of 
Wendy and the bring ofa eck ough he wind of op a 
‘wasreported “Trvasachans” 


aly gts Occupy ICE camp a Broa and Arh removed by oie. 
The camp rotated acrsthe ste. 


Augast tz Comat ruck andi and hs itis dese de to 
(Comets conection with ICE. "Aspects ofthe border aeallaround, 
andthe posses foc attack on the ols fsa terror are endless” 


August 4: “End Stop & Pek” banner dropped over highway 
downtown, 


August 4 Allende of Back the He rally rr to find icars 
‘vandalized! Organizer Scot Preser shared thatall fists were 


slashed non to extensive body damage 


August 5 Arwund $2000 raised for Anarchist Black Crass 
‘ederation Warchest and MOVE 95 egal defense atthe Running 
‘Down te Wall run, co-sponsored by Phily ABC 


August 6: Pil pig (no offense to actual pigs) shot in the fice 
‘whl seving warrant in Germantown, 


August 6: Two sucessve demonstrations al raft ICE office 
‘in Chinatown dng morning rash hou, 


August 6: Turing Point USA haders Charlie Kisk and Candace 
(Owens have thet Brunch inerupted dovstowa by a shouting 
smoky, Charichasa dik emp om his head ais bilby ae, 


August 7: Two pole oes were shot in neighboring Camden, 
[NJ reminding thal the best reason to ll the plies ost up 
fa ambush. Ironia, the cops were planets fies in a 
‘unmackd er on "Nalional Nght Ou.” 


August 0: Police pate car riled with bulls in Souls ily, 
‘lege shoes murdered by ops 


August 15: Acoun 2,000 union mers ral a Pan's Landing 
topes he Trump alministao’s immigration ples 


August 21: The banners are hung in slay with te pin 
ike. “Any act of resistance no mater how sal no matter the 
‘ule sige. Even the smallest ron beats resign, 
toalfesajugaion” 


August 21: Noe desonstation tales plage a tse Juvenile 
Justice Services Center in West Phil in sidary withthe prison 
ike. "Tis ene action was bright ad jo and yet el 
abit more mint than other recent actions, with spootaneons 
‘loka ered aad cunts sch as "Burn the banks, tn the 
rons, jos make se Ube cops arene” 


August 25: Anant sis ani police demonstration wasattaked 
‘polo whi protesting a" lves mae” march. Bots were 
Uzown alte Criminal ston Cele ding the march, "While 
{sacra tht our ean was unable o elt attacker ie 
{agit marc or the psi, and did’ relly have he opportu to 
ty al any point tis decidedly inaearate to asst at we id ot 
Ihave coafnatonal ntti” 


Late August: Aotipelioe and anpeion gral in vats 
eihberoods 


August 30: "As a contibution to the internal wes of 
seldaiy with anarchist pisonens and tothe aaonwide peso 
strike a fanner was hung an Markt Sretnear 4h Sie train 
sation” 


September 9: Windows of Sarbucksat8thand Sprucesmashe 


and fer distuted reading, “Sarbucks profits fom pris awry. 
Salida withthe Peison Ske! (98 
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‘Acrackdown on swimming at Devil's Poolin the Wissahickon 
‘iver is ramping up again, though Ube focus this time isles 
‘onthe danger of jumping ito it from high elevations. "There 
is poop in the water, thee are chemicals in the water, and 
that’ really the Tong and the short of” says Friends ofthe 
Wissahickon executive director Maura McCarthy. In fact, 
amore than 90% ofthe ziver's water is (read sewage, a8 
development has Timited the amount of water that reaches 
the ground and an incredibly large buman populace in the 
surrounding areas contribute a Jot of wast. This then ows 
{nto the Sehuyil and into our taps. 


The source of the Wistahickon can be found beneath a 
shopping mall parking lot ia Montgomery County. This is 
ot unlike Mill Creek, which began being paved over in 1869 
around 46th St and Market St (Tne Clark Park “dog bow” 
‘was al one time a pond fed by the eree), or the sinking 
Shopping malls bull on wellands Uhroughout the region 
What water remains after tbe draining and Sling of Mill 
(Creek runs through a pipe tothe Sehuyil, once celebrated 
asthe largest drain pipe ofits ime. 


In Pennsylvania, the Schuylkill ranked as the third most 
polluted waterway inthe state for cumulative toxic 
Aischarges. I also slipped under the wire into the 50 most 
pollsted waterways in the nation, coming in at 49, according 
to the report released by the environmental advocacy group 
Pennnvironment. The Schuyikill River and alts ibutares 
‘cumulatively rank 261 in Ube nation for “discharges of all 
toxde chemicals in 2030." 


‘The Brandywine and Christina eresks watershed, which 
srotches into Delaware from Chester County, ranks 37h 
in the nation for discharges of “reproductive toxicants,” 
chemicals that disrupt the reproductive system, “Potential 
health effects of these chemicals are fetal death, letlip 
and palate and heart abnormalities, a well as neurological, 
hormonal and immune system problems,” according to the 
report 


‘The Schuylkill River isknowa to have bees on fire moze than 
‘once throughout history. In November 1892, the surface lm 
foil tha ad leaked from nearby ol works at Poin Breeze, 
Philadelphia, was ignited bya match tossed carelessly froma 
‘oat, wit fatal reslls, This is nota thing of the past as the 
Gasland documentary showed that hydrofracking processes 
contribute to the flammability of water throughout and 
beyond the state, nor i this slated or unique to our region 
since the advent of industrialization. 


Development compounds the problem: new expanses of 
concrete and asphalt increase the amount of stormwater 
Surging into sewers ~ and the amount of pollution spewing 
foul. Household chemicals, personal hygiene products, 
pharmaceuticals, pesticides, fertilizers, automotive 


chemicals, and trash ill rivers and streams whether from 
sewage systems or those storm drains. Americansivers. 
‘org siggests: “One hundred years ago, epidemics ofthese 
diseases helped lit the life expectaney ofa U.S. citizen to 
about soyears,” further challenging the Hobbesian myth that 
pre-civlied life was expliily nasty, brotish, and shorter 
than civilized life. Meanwhile, recent flooding contsbuted 
jbvious amounts of rash to the Sehusll River in August, 
as households alg the river were Oooded by eceat storms 
that are increasingly common due to climate change 


‘Trees were once able to help keep water out of those vewer 
systems, but massive deforestation campaigns throughout 
moder history (that are necessary to the colonization, 
industralization and civilization projects that began Tong 
‘ago and persist throughout the world) have limited what 
Tite help the tees ean give to stem this tose tide "This is 
not alike the reeord-eltng toxic algae bloom known as 
the “red tide” off the coast of Florida, which continues to 
persist due to human-induced climate change, Ironealy, 
[NPR reports that “having access to even small green spaces 
‘an reduce symptoms of depression for people who live near 
them, especialy in low-income neighborhoods" ~ hich in 
turn is being used by businesses to increase the productivity 
of their workers, perpetuating a market-based path tha is 
inhereally at odds withthe natural world. This is a world 
that we must recognize weare an interdependent part of oF 
se continue to other and kil off large expanses (or maybe 
the entirety) oft 


To illustrate that interdependence, take for instance that 
‘wolves can affect the composition of rivers, as explained by 
George Monbiot in his book Feral. And not just the wate of 
the river, But whether it physically bends overtime or stays 
straight, which can rely on the impact of large predators 
fon their prey and the plant life that those herbivores 
fat. Keosystem health is threatened by an increasingly 
homogenized world, prioritizing soildevastaling and 
ureenhouse gas-producing agriculture over wild, diverse 
fora and fauna. That isto say that the natural diversity in 
this interdependent world we live in isan advantage, and all 
involved rely on our combined health to thrive 


Activist responses around river health tend toward 
ineectual paths like recycling advocacy, antisitering 
campaigns, “beach and river cleanups, government 
regulation of industrial waste or advocacy for "proper" 
disposal of toxic household wastes ~ the problem being tat 
even if "properly" disposed ofall ubese wastes just gather 
slightly out of sight (and disproportionate on theland base 
fof more marginalized populaces), where they continue to 
seep into the groundwater or get carried away back into the 
‘water ways by various means. 


Additionally, China recently refused American recycling 


that they've Deen paid to process, with the seemingly 
obvious subtext that expending that much (Fossil- fueled) 
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enerty to ship the materials would counteract the benefit of 
recycling in the first place. Atown in Alabama also recently 
petite to reroute a "poop train” that pastes through i 
Alfie New York passed a law that banned the dumping of 
thelr excrement in the ocean, which created the need forthe 
lesin inthe fist place ~ yet another example ofthe elviized 
exporting their problems from an over burdened land 
hbase (o areas iababited by the more impoverished. Human 
excrement is among the largest conteibutors to polation of 
waterways worldwide 


But that is the necessity of life under elvilization 
word derived from the Lali civites, Uist is the implicit 
agreement of “elizns" to the law add order imposed by 
them as the basis of our coexistence, according toa torough 
“Invitation to Desertion” by Bellamy Fitzpatrick in the new 
arven anarchist journal Backwoods. IL a way of ie, he 
fontinues, that created the material city-state and upholds it 
through increasingly alienating psycho-social constructions, 
“characterized by the growth aad maintenance of cities 
Cities aze large, permanent babilations of dense human 
populations that cannot (due to theists ebb and ow with 
local ecological eyes and therefore exists in spite of them 
exceeding the carrying capacity of out land base 


We should also remember that the privatization of food 
surpluses by inreasingly sedentary societies al the advent 
fof the agricultural revolution, which created civilization, 
‘additionally lad the groundwork ormarkets(ie-capitali) 


Ws popularly reported that the absolute minimums 
civilization could uphold regarding curbing toxic emissions 
to slow total ecological collapse are not being implemented. 
by the governments that tele ctzens look to for leadership, 
even according lo many of the bureaucrats iavolved 
‘Meanwhile, NASA released video of methane bubbling up 
{rom new lakes in the arctic; many estimates of evlizaton's 
callapse predict it to be within lese than a century (Paul 
Ehrlich suggeststisaceriinty with decades):"Smariphones 
arekilig he planet fast than anyone expected” "the world's 
largest king penguin colony bas collapsed, losing nearly 90 
percent of es popultion;” and people like the Hadea, "the 
Ireest pople on earth," ace extinction because agriculture is 
wiping out their unter gatherer way of ie. Whether or ao 
You beleve that humans are actually causing or accelerating, 
imate ebange, why would you waat to live ina place, oF 
ina way, where all the life forms are being wiped ou al 
accelerating rates? Does the prospect of a hypersanitize 
homogeneous, (olalitarian techno-sphere devoid of organic 
life-forms exsite you? 


Similary, one might wonder why any venue tht hosts the 
‘racking industry’ "Insight" eonference each yea, previously 
in Philly (and this October returning to Pitsburg), doesn 
‘burn tothe ground with te ite Biehmans of eooide within 
it. But ithe people who reeagnize the gravity ofthis situation 
are not willing to act accordingly, hope some of tem wil at 
Teast support those that do. 
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survelled society. As people aginst borders we can add our 
‘ots to this or not; either way it will goon, with o without 


In the same vein, policing and control will continu. 
Cops af al stripes will hunt, harass, capture, lack up, and 
{deport people the state deems disposable. Citizen snitch 
legitimacy polities, eeonomie competition, anti-immigrant 
aitudes, and a number of other socal factors do az will 
‘untinve Wo add to the enforcement of border contro 


Wecloud our visionby seeking outa “movement.” By ooking 
for overnight camping, and protest marches, we overlook 
everyday resistance, Poople are already ealling each other 
when ICE is in the neighborhood, already providing each 
other with fake papers already estaping from detention 
cenlets, already scheming against exploitative employers 
and already surviving despite and against the racist and 
‘xenophobic denial of reedor those without legal satus Face 
daly 


‘The eauses that made “movement” against ICE and borders 
possible ae sil present. The stale may’ change te facade of 
the prisons, the media may move onto something else, but 
those wos lives are affected by borders wil push back and 
evade contro. Is up tous if we want to seek complicity with 
tnigrants who defy the border, ifwe want to show solidarity 
with people strugaling against the border, its eaps, ad its 
Shitches, f we want to connect our struggles for freedom 
with people who delegitimize the borders, Either way, Ubey 
won't wa for us to keep fighting, 


Accident or attack? 
In the midst ofa nationwide prison strike 
Pennsylvania prisons are reporting multiple 
incidents of prison staff becoming sick because 

‘an unknown substance, The incidents are 
especially present in the western part of the 
state. The department of corrections secretary 
‘annotineed the immediate lockalowm of all 
prisons in Pennsylvania until further notice on 

and privileges 
and staff are increasing 


August 29th, Prisoners’ righ 
have been reduce 
their security and vigilance according to the 


department of corrections announ 

Maybe the sickness is simply a strange accident, 

possibly a lie that the state is using to tighten 

its gr preading ofthis 

illness among prison staff an intentional action 
‘taken as part ofthe prison sri 


on prisoners, or isthe 


‘light ofthe current prison strike, and to add o struggle against ICE and borders, here is ane ineompete lst 
‘of companies involod in and/or profiting from putting people in cages, All ofthese groups have offices, agents, 
‘commodities, or some sort of infrastructure in, or around, Philadelphia, bor nearby addresses, phone numbers, 
or other relevant information on these companies a quick (and secure) online search will sufce. Fora detaled 
list compiled speifallyfor Philly related to ICE visit pManticap.noblogs.org/phillyareaice-contractors 
locations-and-phione-numbers/ 


Exxon Mobil 
Geo Group 
JC Penny 

K-Mart 


Amazon 
American Airlines 
AT&T 


Team Sports Planet 
‘Time Warner Cable 
United Parcel Service (UPS) 


Avis 
Bank of America 
British Petroleum (BP) 
Canon 
Comcast 
Core Civie 
Dell 


MeDonald’s 
Microsoft 
Motorola 
Pepsi 
Shell 
Sprint 


Verizon 
Victoria’s Secret 
Walmart 
Wells Fargo 
Wendy's 
‘Whole Foods 
Xerox 


Starbucks 


KNOCK DOWN, DRAG OUT FASCISTS IN THE STREETS 


ARhode Island demonstration offarrightactivistson August 
‘4th (over in under 30 minutes after being overwhelmed by 
larger counter-demonstration), a PDX demonstration the 
same day, Uerkeley the following day, DC the following 
‘weekend (Unite The Right 2), and the most recent Philly 
Blue Lives Matter march on August 25th reminds us that 
grassroots fascists and other far-right advocates are dovn 
Dut not out 


‘he Portland demonstration was notable in that police 
easly killed an antifascist protester by firing a “Tes lethal” 
‘projectile atthe back of Ueir head that piered their helmet 
and necessitated emergency surgery. IF it were not forthe 
Thelmet, many noted, this would have been an explicitly 
governinent-induced repeat of the Charlottesville murder 
{hat produced so much mourning last year. 


In terkeey 
antiasiats 


police arrested and immediately doxxed 
Social media, 


Meanwhile, Identity Eyropa propaganda has shown up in 
Pictsburgh and Nev Jersey, and Keystone United (Formerly 
KSS) have been active tround Pittsburgh — including 
catching charges for racally-motivated assaulting ofa black 
san in Avalon, PA in response, there was later an antifascist, 
‘community pieni inthe same town. 


After successive street Mlockades outside of the Philly 


ICE office the very same moraing, and the harassment of 

wing organivers at a Center City brunch spot, police 

daily gathering of Occupy 

ICE activists around Broad and Arch street, and arrest 3 

community member as they stepped off a curb. Later the 

‘same month, when esistanceto the Hlue Lives Matter march 

‘materialized and marched through the same intersection, 
many were beaten and/or arrested by police 


Though antifasests showing up in the streets correlates 
swith a decrease in attendance to these far-right rallies, this 
public face on our side increasingly relies onthe goodwill of 
‘the police and those they protect from visiting harm on us 
‘which they are more than capable, nd outspoken i favor, 
‘of doing ~ and, as we are repeatedly reminded by all sorts 
bf protests against the inherent violence f white supremacy 
and the police, they often do with impunity 


For these reasons, some are asking fthereare more effective 
sethods of winning these batles before fascists even take 
to the streets, or better ways to assemble outside of the 
police's immediate vision to enable moments of lawless 
accountability Therearealzeady methods beingactedon that 
fre easy to proliferate, and they can be gleaned froma rather 
Short-term institutional memory of our more successfal 
fencounters, but we should also not forget to come at the 
institutions that maintain and promote these hierarchies, 10 
smatler where they fall on the political spectrum. 


m March Against Blue Lives Matter’ 


“Alesson to really internalize here is that the police may escalate at any time. If, 
y, the above opportunities *were* 


ways, it 


likely that repre 


ized, or our team escalated in any other 
jon faced afterwards would be hlamed on those 
ctions, It's important to keep in mind in t 


future, when we do go harder and 


‘tually crime it up better, that such actions are not to blame for repression, 


‘We've seen repeatedly that toning down our a 


"The Mirage..." cont. from pa. 1] 
insights into its tendencies that no mainstream 
cconomist is willing to take on — hence professional 
analysts’ sometimes amazing inability to understand or 
predict economic trends. 


‘A basic tendency of the capitalist system is th 
‘to keep expanding in order for itto preserve 

point in its history, global capitalism has been struggling 
for some time to find new markets and other ways to 
continue groving profits at the massive rate that is now 
necessary Its growth has happened throngh increasingly 
Constrcting labor costs in a number of ways ~ through 
employers “decreesing full-time jobs with benefits, 
fsutomating more jobs, and employing temporary, par. 
time, or even unpaid labor, as in the notorious case of 
prison inmates. Some specific manifestations af thishave 
been the rise of the gig economy, which, in promoting 
“flexible" working arrangements, cuts the costs and 
responsibilities that corporations would have if they 
tnaintsined a permanent workforce; the adjunctifcation 
of labor in universities, in which professors are hired 
fom a cheaper, temporary basis instead of the university 
tmaintsining ‘tenure-treck ines; and a major shift 
towards what's called just-in-time production, which 
Similarly involves a dramatic increase in temporary 
‘work, as employers adjust their workforce based on 
supply and demand, So the fact that Walmart is posting 
high earnings docs not mean, as mainstream analysts ere 
suggesting, that consumer power is up and the economy 
will keep doing great. It just means that Walmart is a 
corporate distributer using just-in-time supply chains to 
rush labor and redsice costs tothe absolute minimum. 


Meanwhile, news media is reporting unemployment 
in the US. is a 9.9%; it seems poised to hit 3.7%, the 
lowest it's been since 1969. As we've written previously, 
this low number is actualy the result of more and more 
people giving up on looking for work and no longer being 


ns does not keep us safe.” 


officially counted in the “workforce.” This number has 
nothing to do with the total population of the U.S. and 
the significant actual changes in the nature of labor 
smentioned above. It is hopelessness and misery that are 
spreading, not the number af jobs. 


‘At what point will global growth actually peak, and 
‘another recession kick in? The U.S.s current economic 
success isin part the result ofthe Trump administration's 
Iassive tex cut, spending increases, and aggressive 
stance on trade all of which have been ealealated to grow 
the market for now without necessarily holding up well 
inthe long term, Moreover, trade tariff and the looming 
realty of Brenit stand to Tead to a loss of investment 
‘confidence and tank the markets; however, it seems very 
‘possible that the esealatory trade threats with China are 
just Trump politicking and that nothing will actually 
happen until after the midterm election. 


‘The real sign of a looming recession is wage inflation, 
meaning the rise in the price of goods that happens 
when wages increase. It seems obviows, given the 
reality of employment conditions in thie country, that 
there will nt he any significant wage growth any time 
soon, Average hourly wages have risen only 2.7% in the 
past year, which is much lower then usual in a strong 
economy. What the current market's success really 
indicates, then, is ongoing success by employers in 
keeping their workers underpaid and unstable, while 
pushing more and more people out of the job market 
altogether. While labor organizing and reforms may 
‘ceasionally still have some successes, to reverse 
these trends and go back to better Iubor conditions 
under capitalism is structurally impossible for the 
capitalist system, which depends on increasingly 
minimizing labor costs, The only way forward for 
this economy i for the obscenely rich to get richer 
through devastating the livelihoods of more and more 
of the world, erushing the ability or will of the latter 
to do more then survive, let alone rebel. te 
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THE FALSE IDOL OF SELF-SACFRIFICE 


Anarchism has often been conflated with social work, mush 
to the chagrin of those of us who prioritize undermining 
‘onpresion over improving how ft functions, That tendency 
toward charity, thinking it solidarity even when we want very 
different things political rom those wetry to aid is eamplict 
inthe maintenance (or manufacturing) of authority. 


Forinstance, recently volunteer at local anarchist space filed 
‘police repor after somecne came in and damaged the space. 
‘The logic behind this was to make medical treatment fr the 
estrutive actor avalable, without pressing charges, which 
bis trsining as a social worker had taught him todo. But since 
this person was atthe time on parole, this event instead sent 
thm back to prison, Even if this hadn't been the case ling a 
report doesnot take into consideration what the person you 
‘eying to help wants, nor any ofthe other potential physical or 
syetologial consequences, 


UUnforrunately, this is what this anarchist was trained to 
do in a field meant to help people, and in the heat ofthe 
‘moment he understandably reverted to ths trained instinct. 
Te had consequences he hadn't intended, but herein lies & 
‘sk of formally submiting to this dotheright-shing (wage- 
compensazed) industry — you're taught to ind the path of least 
hharm through state channel. The members ofthe anarchist 
space in question have since had meetings and one-on-one 
conversations about dealing with conflict and reafirming = 
‘hazel commitment noe ta inva the police, 


‘Meanviile, there is & whole network of activists whose 


Eee 


snarchisnis simply to do the social work neglected by the state 

strategy that not only seems ogo unquestioned within such 
circles, but rater is continually applauded as thought it were 
the most honorable form of struggle. These figurative social 
‘workers usually have aims beyond those ofthe state, but tend 
only fo seek outa new authority to submit to and be punishes 
by, ‘This is notable in how socal justice or accountability 
{rameworks oes tend to uphold rather than challenge existent 
socal norms. This tendency toward autbory, of eourse, 
oesllales larger populace to submie to strug, and to 
sciice, Tisisa lest tendency — to sofly marty oneself for 
the cause, clinging to the identities authority as freed upon 
us as some sort of empowerment, while in realty attempting 
to bald on a narative of weakness It involves promoting the 
‘most marginale to leadership postions inorder to reverse 
the current hierarchy, wile simultaneously creating a new 
Iherarchy based on the same ideaitarian logic No wonder the 
left isso bazed on creating a mass movement while constaally 
filing to produce one. Who would wat 10 join @ group 
advertising weakness, projecting a utpia based in bureaucracy 
(meetings, consensus, leadership), while also incredibly reliant 
‘on the sates sei programs? 


What would it mean to at instead toward fredom? We could 
imagine that one might begin by turning all that Gery rhetoric 

to Fiery ation. But even that would fll shor, as it doesnt 
ask the question of what it would take to foment insuretion. 
Caring, for others inthe strug, taking our basie necessities 
egaressoflaws proteting property, and fighting those that 
sand in our way would be eloser to the point. But physically 
Aismanling the infrastriture tht intends to prevent is from 
Tieedom, in combination with utilizing those expropriated 
resources for thal very cause (by whatever means necessary), 
iseoser 


7 Theses on the Selfie - National Selfie Day - Summer Solstice, 2018 


1. Wi the advent offal eeogniton softwar, the selfs a gratuitous embrace of ei society, meaning a society based on aw and 


otra 


2 Soca media tthe wei, 


4. The empowerment incurred fom a sles set by the depression resultant from the platform on which tis shared. 


4: The ete san embrace of the aver importance of the human on ert, snl herefore nko propogtes the misconception that imams 


Sr epurate ot the nator wor 


The self isan atempt to embrace (or stage) « mament whe lo neglecting tive in. 


(6. The participation in advanced technoony nosessryto taking the elie fathers technolo 


's advance, the profit margins of those 


‘tates volved ren erpbalfy and he wil Control Unt ore a‘necasary rent feet popes 


7-the concep expressed by aboriginal people that photograph tals the soul ofthe subjects relatable to the nea-inmediate nostalgia 


Eewe fawn on 
the picture, asif they arealla part ous 


te sel, return to alder iterations lo eompaze, abd continue with te akstrectons and mediation necessary ovewing 


A Test of Strength 


‘The text that follows is the narrative manserip of Continuing from the Beginning: Lessons from France's Nuit Debout, @ 
short film documenting the uprisings that occurred in the streets of Pars in spring of 2016 


“You see, we've become a pacified society, an accommodating society, and asa result, we're in no position to confront the 
situation we are faced with, 


‘The question is not a question ofthe diversity of tactis: of who is violent and who isnot. The question isnt of splitting 
the march, into violent and nonviolent sides. And isnot & question ofa liberal idea of struggle wheve ll ts forms sit side 
by side in'& kind of democratic tolerance and so on. The question is how to make a bloe together, and to articulate all its 
ractces in an intelligent, strategie manner. 


‘We should not forget a truth that is becoming more and more obvious to everyone: what counts mast for people inthe 
demonstrations is not a confrontation with the forees of onder. T's not an ideological eansideration of violence, whether 
that's a viscerally anti-violent pacifism or a radical hatred that is obsessed with violence. What counts for most people is 
‘overcoming fear — and the risk this implies This fears the main thing holding us back, and keeping us from intens 

this movement. This far ean only be overcome inthe street. 


‘What's important for us to understand is that t's not a matter of morally justiffing violence i's nota mater af saying “wel, 
iv’sa violent world... therefore we have to be violent.” Theanly question is how — conesetely — to enact the gestures that will 
take us tothe neat stage, the steps that will enable us to overcome these fears together. 


Some people seem to think that a demonstration should be e symbole ritual — it s “defiant,” it “contests,” and it “airs 
srievances” But that's not what a demonstration is Tn fact, it isa test of strength. 1's the place and the moment of physical 
encounter, in the street, between those people who have reason ta revolt, and the police, who are paid to keep this world in 
the lamentable state that t's in, On the one sie, the people who are ready to risk everything to change the situation, and 
‘on the other, those who are paid to make sure that nothing changes. Every demo isthe realization ofthis relation of ones, 


‘There's a dominant ides of polities as pure talk, pure chatter, which is get apart from all the material apparatuses that set 
the world to work, grip us, and stabilize forms of power. Its insurrection that has the capacity to destitute the paver tht 
governs us and that is what we aspire to, then two fats follow from this: First, it means we must hold together thought, 
theoretical elaboration, and practice. And second, we will need a diferent idea of happiness and joy than the ane dominant 
today. And if we are tri o this othe ides of happines, this qualitatively beter idea of jo, i wil require holding together 
‘ur thoughts and our acts. Of course, this means that we wil ind ourselves at od with those who do not share this dea of 
happiness — and that implies confrontation. 


Every social movement, every revolutimary movement, contains a moment of confrontation. Whether we like it oF not, 
‘whether we'e pacifsts or not. This is the situation we find ourselves in, Once we stop telling ourselves that what we're 
Aoing is legitimate, we no longer heve to picture ourselves from the point of view ofa spectator of the strugale, which is 
alvays th perspective ofthe adversary. Legitimacy belongs to those who think through their awn gestures, who knov what 
‘they redoing and why. This idea of legitimacy is obviously distinct from the state's idea of majority ruleand representation, 
1 doesnt obey that rationality — it puss forward its own, 


If polities is war between distinct legtimactes, between diferent ideas of happiness, then our task is to give ourselves the 
means to carryout this igh, with no limit ather than what i just and joyous. We say that wherever we find joy that's where 
‘our destiny lies, That the ends are immanent, That we mast attach ourselves to practices that fill us with jo, and bring us 
loser to ourselves. That the instant when Tam myself is ie itself, afl life. What weve found ia blockingthe economy, and 
‘outing the polie, isthe spark of histrial Ife that nothing can make us renounee, whatever happens." 


(Other interesting texts fram Nuit Debout ean be found in "Reflections on Violenee”from azine called War in the Streets by 
‘ewileditions and "Dispatches from France” by Paul Simons de 


